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Under my Administration, the Council of Ministers
drafted an elaborate set of laws regulating the right of
union and assemblage. The fate of these laws is similar to
that of the press regulations. Under Stolypin, especially
after the coup d'etat of June 3rd, these regulations were
violated with even more effrontery than the press regula-
tions. The law existed on paper only and failed to affect
the practices of the Government. The Administration did
what it pleased. This was indeed Stolypin's motto, and its
demoralizing effect was so thorough-going that it will take
the efforts of many years to purify the blood vessels of the
Russian body politic.
Finally, as regards the freedom of conscience, the situ-
ation remains unchanged. Nothing has been added to the
acts of December 4, 1905, and April 17, 1905, which
latter decree affected only the status of the Old Believer.
As for the promise to remove the other restrictions and
discriminations based on religion, it has not been fulfilled.
In fact, Stolypin made every effort to restrict the privileges
granted by the above mentioned two decrees. It must be
conceded that as regards the laws relating to religious free-
dom, the Third Duma acted commendably, but the bills
were held up in the Imperial Council or else were so muti-
lated that they lost all value.
Thus my Cabinet upon the whole carried out that most
vital article of the constitutional Manifesto which promised
to grant civic liberty to the population. The legislative
bodies were given control over the activity of the Adminis-
tration. Laws were issued regulating the freedom of the
press, union and assemblage. Since the opening of the
Duma and of the new Imperial Council, the Exceptional
Status seemingly -could no longer be declared without the
sanction of the legislative bodies. Finally, the principles of
religious tolerance were legally established. Nevertheless
at this writing, seven years after the act of October 17,